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ERIC joins responsible pet 
ownership outreach programme 

in Trinidad - JMW 
One hundred and seventy-three pets in Las Cuevas 
and Maracas received free veterinary treatment 
during the final of a four-part community intervention 
– “Humane Stray Animal Control through Spay and 
Neuter Intervention and Responsible Pet Ownership”, 
facilitated by Asclepius Green and supported by the 
Tourism Development Company (TDC). 

From 3
rd

 – 5
th

 June the Maracas Community Centre 
was transformed into a field veterinary clinic run by Dr 
Raymond Deonanan and his dedicated team of 
volunteers. The clinic opened daily from 7:30am to 
7:30pm and of the 173 animals seen, 102 were spayed 
or neutered. In total, the team volunteered over 900 
hours of free work to the project. 

Other community outreach initiatives undertaken as 
part of the “Humane Stray Animal Control through 
Spay and Neuter Intervention and Responsible Pet 
Ownership” programme included an interactive 
school outreach session at the Las Cuevas RC School, a 
community outreach event on responsible pet 

ownership and tourism, and a community walkabout 
to raise awareness, provide basic medical care to pets 
and pre-register pet owners for the free spay and 
neuter field clinic. 

The Responsible Pet Ownership project was one of 
five environmental outreach activities completed by 
the TDC in order to maintain the Las Cuevas beach 
facility’s Blue Flag status through meeting and 
maintaining strict certification criteria, including the 
control of the stray animal population on the beach. 
Speaking at the launch, TDC’s Hayden Straker stated 

that the focus of the intervention was to “minimise 
the impact of stray animals to the health of the 
community and visitors to our beach facilities, which 
will in turn increase visitor satisfaction.” 

Asclepius Green is the local NGO responsible for the 
coordination of the Blue Flag programme in Trinidad 
and Tobago and is proud to work with the TDC 
towards fulfilling the NGO’s mantra: “Healthy, happy 
animals – healthy, happy communities.”  

  

Turtle Towers - NC 
We were watching footage from a day of our Global 
FinPrint work, when one of the stations in particular 
leapt out at us as a possible new dive site. A quick 
enquiry with our trusty boat captain Aming confirmed 
that he’d never heard of anybody diving there. Soon 
afterwards we had a group of divers interested in 
some exploration, so we went to check it out. 

We entered the water just east of the first pinnacle, 
and descended to 20m. With Tobago on our left 
shoulder we set out to explore the site, with the noise 
of snapping shrimps coming from the reef suggesting 

we would enjoy the dive. Our first turtle was a 
juvenile hawksbill, quickly followed by a green. With a 
healthy reef fish assemblage, plenty of hidden 
invertebrates, hard and soft corals to enjoy, we did 
well to spot the third turtle – another green. Soon we 
found ourselves among a set of rocks and pinnacles, 
with shoals of grunts, wrasse and cleaning stations 
manned by sharknose gobies, when our final turtle 
glided leisurely past us – a large male hawksbill. 

What to name this site after turtles and pinnacles all 
around – what about Turtle Towers? 

 
Critically endangered hawksbill turtle 

Eretmochelys imbricata at Turtle Towers, Tobago  

http://www.asclepiusgreen.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Blue-Flag-Trinidad-and-Tobago-736108476438265/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Blue-Flag-Trinidad-and-Tobago-736108476438265/?fref=ts
http://eric-tobago.org/sharks-and-rays.html
http://eric-tobago.org/sharks-and-rays.html
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Climate vulnerability and climate change 
adaptation - LF 

Alongside a small number of other civil society organisations (CSOs), ERIC 
recently participated in the training workshop “Assessing Vulnerability 
and Building Resilience to Climate Change”, hosted by the Caribbean 
Natural Resources Institute. This workshop sought to build understanding 
of climate vulnerability and vulnerability-based assessments, which can 
assist in the development of adaptation strategies to build the resilience 
of communities to climate impacts. During a community visit to Salybia to 
conduct vulnerability assessments, and apply various techniques for data 
collection such as 
vulnerability mapping, 
interviews, surveys, photo-
journaling and value chain 
analysis, participants were 
able to identify a range of 
climate sensitivities within 
the community. 

Building on this activity, we 
were introduced to 
ecosystem-based and 
community-based adaptation 
strategies, which can 
potentially build resilience to impacts from adverse natural disasters 
caused by climate change. The field trip’s host, Matura’s Nature Seekers, 
gave participants the chance to learn about an adaptation strategy 
whereby programmes to protect and conserve natural resources and 
ecosystem services have been implemented by a community-based 
organisation with the support and participation of residents. 

Equipped with the knowledge garnered from this workshop, all 
participating CSOs are currently developing and implementing projects to 
communicate the issues of climate change and implement a small-scale 
adaptation strategy. ERIC’s Community-Based Field Technicians were 
particularly inspired and are keen to raise awareness on climate change 
issues within their communities through this project. Stay tuned for 
project updates. 

 

 

Turtle nesting season begins - NC 

Right on time, the first leatherback turtle Dermochelys coriacea of the 
season nested on one of our local beaches in Charlotteville. Could it have 
been the same female whose hatchlings we watched emerge from their 
nest in September last year? Most likely, since adult female leatherback 
turtles typically return to nest at their own natal beach. Listed as 

vulnerable by the IUCN Red List, 
these turtles face a number of 
challenges to their survival, 
including nesting habitat damage 
and loss. This female is probably 
seeing a very different beach from 
the one she first emerged on to. 

What can you do to help? Be 
responsible and respect these 
nesting habitats. Don’t drive on 
the beach, leave rubbish behind, 
or disturb nests. Do your own 
beach clean ups or support your 
local turtle monitoring group, 
such as North East Sea Turtles 
(NEST). The turtles and our 
environment need all the help 
they can get! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on social media for 
news and reports of our work, 
environmental articles and 
discussion. 

ERIC Homepage  

ERIC News 

ERIC Facebook  

ERIC Twitter  

ERIC Youtube 

ERIC Instagram 

info@eric-tobago.org  

 
The first leatherback turtle nest of 

the 2016 nesting season 

Workshop participants (Photo credit: BHP 

Biliton Trinidad and Tobago) 

http://www.canari.org/
http://www.canari.org/
http://www.natureseekers.org/
https://www.instagram.com/p/79QbGCsdlq/?taken-by=erictobago
http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/6494/0
http://eric-tobago.org/north-east-sea-turtles.html
http://eric-tobago.org/north-east-sea-turtles.html
http://eric-tobago.org/
http://eric-tobago.org/news.html
https://www.facebook.com/ERICharlotteville
https://twitter.com/ERICTobagoWI
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsQSDJWoiwc6WoSJlfUEQrQ
https://instagram.com/erictobago/
mailto:info@eric-tobago.org

