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ERIC contracted by FAO for Global FinPrint surveys - NC 
After successful completion of two rounds of surveys earlier 
this year, ERIC was contracted by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations to continue our 
collaboration with Global FinPrint with surveys on the 
Atlantic coast of Tobago, to form part of the species diversity 
baseline survey for the Improving Forest and Protected Area 
Management project (IFPAM). With this completed on 27

th
 

October, we have now set BRUVs throughout the proposed 
marine protected area for northeast Tobago. 

The IFPAM project being conducted by FAO Trinidad and 
Tobago is an effort to improve forest and protected area 
management in the country, while Global FinPrint is a 
worldwide effort to assess coral reef sharks and rays, understand how they affect these vanishing ecosystems, and 
inform emerging conservation actions. The use of baited remote underwater videos (BRUVs) is an effective way to 
survey shy and wary species such as sharks and rays that rarely feature on diver-conducted underwater surveys. 
Setting a BRUV with 1kg of chopped oily fish and leaving it to run for 90 minutes, we later record the species and 
number of any sharks or rays that are observed, thereby enabling us to build up a picture of the diversity, 

distribution and relative abundance of the species in the waters 
around Tobago. This is critical information for the design and 
implementation of conservation management actions such as 
marine protected areas. 

Every day for a week the team left Charlotteville and headed 
around Sail Rock to the Atlantic, leaving behind a solid north 
groundswell that impacted on the Caribbean coast but meeting 
a mix of blue, green and brown water courtesy of the Orinoco. 
Tackling tricky currents around Little Tobago, deep-water drop-
offs, down currents and uncooperative SD cards, our now-
experienced BRUV team got the job done. One particular 
highlight involved Neil and Welldon going down on scuba to 
retrieve a BRUV frame stuck at 25m and encountering a 2m 

green moray making the most of the bait that was, unsurprisingly, not enthused by our efforts to remove its dinner. 
A hasty retreat, some decoy work, and we left the 
happier party – BRUV retrieved, all limbs intact! 

Initial viewings of the first few cameras set have 
yielded some interesting observations, and at least one 
potential new dive site! We have had a number of the 
usual suspects – moray eels, lobster, shoals of grunts 
and jacks, but we have also seen a number of large 
tarpon and barracuda. Most importantly, of our target 
species we have seen some southern stingrays, an 
eagle ray, nurse sharks and a curious tiger shark. With 
a few recordings still to watch we are optimistic of an 
informative data set. 

 

53.7m - too deep to set here! 

 

Setting BRUVs where the Atlantic meets the Caribbean 

 

Tiger shark on a BRUV, Atlantic coast, Tobago 

http://www.fao.org/home/en/
http://www.fao.org/home/en/
http://eppd-tt.blogspot.com/2015/11/normal-0-false-false-false-en-gb-x-none.html
https://globalfinprint.org/
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Unrelated to the IFPAM project but exciting nonetheless, we are in position to complete further shark and ray 
surveys before the end of the year. With funding secured from Global FinPrint, at the beginning of November we 

will be surveying in and around the Buccoo Reef Marine Park, 
southwest Tobago in collaboration with the Division of Marine 
Resources and Fisheries (Tobago House of Assembly). Keep 
watching our Facebook page for updates! 

This is a fantastic opportunity and we will be able to say that in 
2016 we completed five rounds of surveys, gathering important 
information to inform conservation of these keystone species. We 
are grateful for the support of Global FinPrint and the FAO, to our 
trusted boat captain Amin and of course to our team of 
community based field technicians, especially Welldon who has 
been ever-present for BRUV surveys. 

For more information about this project, please email Neil on 
ericexpeditions@eric-tobago.org. 

 

 

ERIC launches Climate Change Champions network - NC 
Faced with a changing climate, community awareness and 
preparedness in small island states such as Tobago is crucial 
for community resilience and adaptation. As part of the 
"Action by Civil Society in Trinidad and Tobago to Build 
Resilience to Climate Change" project, implemented by 
CANARI in collaboration with Conservation International and 
with support from BHP Billiton Trinidad and Tobago, ERIC has 
established a network of Climate Change Champions in 
northeast Tobago. 

Through a series of training sessions, workshops, outreach 
events and meetings, community members from 
Charlotteville, Speyside and Roxborough, L’Anse Fourmi, 
Bloody Bay, Parlatuvier and Castara have come together to 
identify the threats posed by climate change to their 
communities, conduct vulnerability assessments and share information and knowledge. From the first annual 
meeting on 30

th
 October 2016, they will continue to act as sources and disseminators of climate change 

information as we move towards a more uncertain future, helping their communities and peers to be aware, 
prepared and empowered. 

The other component of our project has been the 
development of a snorkel trail here in Charlotteville, 
starting at the jetty and finishing on Pirate’s Bay beach. 
Led by our trained team of community based field 
technicians the trail runs along a beautiful coral reef, 
introducing participants to the coral reef ecology and 
climate relevance of the area. Using a peer-to-peer 
approach, the snorkel trail is an opportunity for local 
community members to share their knowledge and 
experience with local and international visitors alike and, 
we hope, will prove to be a sustainable alternative 
livelihood for the snorkel leaders. 

 

Final Atlantic day departure 

 

ERIC CBFTs and snorkel trail leaders with a student group from 

University of Trinidad and Tobago 

 

The first annual Climate Change Champions meeting 

http://www.wri.org/tobago-sustainable-future-buccoo-reef
http://www.facebook.com/ericharlotteville
mailto:ericexpeditions@eric-tobago.org
http://www.canari.org/
http://www.conservation.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://eric-tobago.org/climate-change-champions.html
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Christmas and New Year diving special 
Take your Festive Season to Tobago with ERIC! With some project downtime between Christmas and New Year and 
with some big plans lying ahead in 2017, we’ll be spending a few days underwater to recharge the batteries and 
we’d love you to join us! 

With some of our favourite dive sites and a few we haven’t visited in a while, as well as the newest wreck dive in 
the Caribbean, we plan on diving a few days in Charlotteville and a few days in Speyside. Turn the 12 Days of 
Christmas into a 12% discount on all our dive prices – it's our gift to you! 

 

Dive Package Normal price US$ Offer price US$ Offer price TT$ 

One day / two dives 130 110 730 

Three days / six dives 300 265 1775 

Five days / ten dives 425 375 2500 

Equipment package Normal price Offer price US$ Offer price TT$ 

One day / two dives 35 25 165 

Three days / six dives 90 65 435 

Five days / ten dives 130 100 670 

 

* offer valid 16
th

 – 30
th

 December 2016, please quote “Newsletter” when booking 

* for group prices, longer deals or to make a booking, please email Neil on ericexpeditions@eric-tobago.org. 

 

 

Follow us on social media for news and reports of our 
work, environmental articles and discussion. 

ERIC Homepage  

ERIC News 

ERIC Facebook  

ERIC Twitter  

ERIC Youtube 

ERIC Instagram 

info@eric-tobago.org   

Longfin pompano at Marble Island, Caribbean coast 

 
 

mailto:ericexpeditions@eric-tobago.org
http://eric-tobago.org/
http://eric-tobago.org/news.html
https://www.facebook.com/ERICharlotteville
https://twitter.com/ERICTobagoWI
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsQSDJWoiwc6WoSJlfUEQrQ
https://instagram.com/erictobago/
mailto:info@eric-tobago.org

