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ERIC Ecological Expedition - NC 
For a very busy twelve days earlier this month we undertook 
our first Ecological Expedition, offering participants the 
chance to take part in a number of our projects. We 
welcomed Lara, Ben and his daughter Katie, all from the 
States, as well as Jeunisse and Rea from Trinidad. 

The expedition began with three days of Reef Check 
EcoDiver training, comprising classroom sessions, beach 
training, species identification dives and a buoyancy 
challenge dive, preparing the team for surveys later in the 
week. Although not a Reef Check indicator species we were 
extremely excited by the discovery of a seahorse on a shore 
dive in front of the ERIC centre. 

Following certification the team embarked on three days of 
surveying, with two sites surveyed each day. Ben’s wife Kim and other daughter Kara joined us for one of the days – 
enjoying over 30m visibility, a hawksbill turtle, a great barracuda and an eagle ray at our site Sea Fan Alley. 

With barely a pause our next two days were devoted to a 
combination of shark and ray surveys as part of our Global FinPrint 
collaboration, and our newly-implemented roving diver turtle 
surveys, the data from which will be incorporated into a regional 
database for improved turtle conservation. While we were slightly 
disappointed to record just an individual turtle on one dive, we 
were excited to recognise him from one of our Global FinPrint 
videos and promptly named him Barnacles! Nevertheless, the 
absence of turtles on the other three survey dives is also important 
and relevant data. Coincidentally, it was during one of these survey 
dives that Amin made his surface observation…see page two! 

The final two days of the expedition comprised four dives to 
continue developing our recently launched Charlotteville Coral 

Garden project. To give our team as full as an experience as possible, we conducted one dive for collection of 
fragments from donor colonies, one dive for fragment attachment, one 
dive to carry out husbandry work on the coral garden, and one dive for 
data collection. 

At different times during the expedition we were also joined by 
recreational divers, and we were excited by the opportunity for them 
to observe our work activities – something we hope visitors to 
northeast Tobago find interesting. 

After a week during which our entire team was involved at different 
stages, Lanya delivering the Reef Check EcoDiver course and 
coordinating surveys, Jacob supervising Reef Check, coral garden and 
recreational dives, Aljoscha taking a group of visiting university 
students out for dives, and Neil coordinating Global FinPrint, turtle 
surveys and coral garden dives, we were delighted to look back on a successful programme. 28 divers, 149 dives, 
three Reef Check EcoDivers certified, and 16 data collection surveys completed – super fun, super exhausting, and 
we can’t wait for the next one! 

To enquire about our expeditions, please email Neil on ericexpeditions@eric-tobago.org. 

 

Lara recording Reef Check data at Sea Fan Alley 

 

Dive team at Charlotteville jetty 

 

Jeunisse and Katie busily attaching corals 

http://reefcheck.org/ecodiver/about-ecodiver/
http://reefcheck.org/ecodiver/about-ecodiver/
http://www.globalfinprint.org/
http://eric-tobago.org/sharks-and-rays.html
http://eric-tobago.org/coral-nursery.html
http://eric-tobago.org/coral-nursery.html
mailto:ericexpeditions@eric-tobago.org
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Hawksbill turtles observed mating from our dive boat - NC 
In a seldom-witnessed event, our boat captain Amin noticed some commotion on the surface of the water near to 
the boat during a recent dive. Manoeuvring slowly closer he quickly realised he was observing two hawksbill turtles 
mating. He grabbed Neil’s phone from the boat box and did a great job of capturing some images of the event. 

Mating in turtles can be a fairly drawn out encounter, even lasting up to 
a whole day and often leaving the male with some horrific injuries. So 
focussed are they on their objective that turtles will even try to climb 
on to wooden boards or barrels, a behaviour that is exploited by 
fishermen in some countries, enabling them to easily attract and sadly 
kill the turtles for their meat and shell. 

Northeast Tobago is recognised as having a number of regionally 
significant turtle nesting beaches, but observation of mating behaviour 
reiterates the importance of the region to these species that are listed 
as critically endangered on the IUCN Red List. 

 

 

 

 

 

International Polychaete Day – LF 
The thought of worms often make several people squeamish. Not so however, for the many marine biologists and 
nature aficionados who celebrated International Polychaetes Day on 1

st
 July. We used this opportunity to introduce 

the ERIC Junior Ridge-to-Reef Guardians to this often overlooked and under-appreciated group of marine worms 
also known as bristle worms. 

Led by Lanya, the session began with a brief introduction to what 
polychaetes are and the diversity that exists. The Guardians were amazed 
to learn that these marine creatures may range from microscopic 
zooplankton to 3m predators such as the infamous bobbit worm. While 
our young team displayed a mixture of fascination, mild horror and 
repulsion as they viewed pictures and video clips, they were gung-ho to 
investigate the kinds of polychaetes that are present in their beach. 
Unfortunately the polychaetes evaded us but the experience left the 
Guardians yearning to learn more about the hidden world of beaches, and 
most importantly fostered their appreciation for the biodiversity that 
exists right in their backyard. 

 

 

 

 
Hawksbill turtles mating in Tobago 

 

 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/full/8005/0
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/bobbit-worm-is-crazy_us_573ca0f3e4b0ef86171ce760
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Ministry of Tourism visits ERIC – AW 
On Sunday 17

th
 July we were visited by the Minister of Tourism the Honourable Shamfa Cudjoe, along with other 

representatives of her Ministry, the Tourism Development Company, and the Tobago House of Assembly's Division 
of Tourism and Transportation. 

Taking the group to the breathtaking Flagstaff Hill 
that overlooks Charlotteville and Man o’ War Bay, 
our Director Aljoscha Wothke shared ERIC's vision 
of responsible tourism development to the benefit 
of the North East Tobago communities, focusing on 
the tourism potential of protected areas and 
resilient human- and ecosystem. 

We were delighted to receive the Ministry’s 
interest, and are excited to meaningfully contribute 
to the continued development of sustainable 
tourism in Tobago. 

 

 

 

Camouflage competition – NC 
Who wins between a scorpionfish and a flounder? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on social media for news and reports of our 
work, environmental articles and discussion. 

ERIC Homepage  

ERIC News 

ERIC Facebook  

ERIC Twitter  

ERIC Youtube 

ERIC Instagram 

info@eric-tobago.org  

 

A polyp’s eye view of our coral gardeners 

 

Aljoscha with the Honourable Shamfa Cudjoe, overlooking St. Giles 

Island, Marble Island and London Bridge 

 

 

http://eric-tobago.org/
http://eric-tobago.org/news.html
https://www.facebook.com/ERICharlotteville
https://twitter.com/ERICTobagoWI
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsQSDJWoiwc6WoSJlfUEQrQ
https://instagram.com/erictobago/
mailto:info@eric-tobago.org

