
Ridge Village Ocean 
 

 

Issue 1  July 2015 
 

 

ERIC – A Brief History 
ERIC was registered in March 2011 as a not-for-profit organisation with 
the Ministry of Legal Affairs in Trinidad and Tobago. The founding 
directors shared a long history of dedicated involvement with the natural 
environment and the people in northeast Tobago and are senior experts 
in conservation, sustainable development, resource management, marine 

and terrestrial ecology, and responsible 
tourism.  

In 2013/2014, a series of fortunate events 
led to the establishment of the ERIC facility 
in Charlotteville, with an office, meeting 
space and dive facilities. Since then, our 
staff has consisted of Joanna, Keith, Adana, 
Aljoscha and Lanya on the professional side 

and Wendel on the ERIC centre maintenance side of operations. 

Within 2014/2015 our team and the trainees from North East Sea Turtles, 
the Parlatuvier Village Council and the 
Speyside Eco Marine Park Rangers 
were able to successfully implement 
projects funded by GEF SGP UNDP, the 
British High Commission in Trinidad 
and Tobago and the Organization of 
American States which included: 

 

230 technical and organisational capacity building hours delivered  

210 research and Reef Check dives conducted and data analysed 

96 interviews with northeast Tobago community members regarding the 
future Marine Protected Area 

18 seabird monitoring trips to Sisters, Little Tobago and St Giles 

9 Reef Check EcoDivers certified 

9 PADI Open Water Divers certified 

3 Reef Check EcoDiver Trainers certified 

3 PADI Advanced Open Water Divers certified  

1 Community Outreach Workshop facilitated 

First Reef Check Certified Training Facility in Trinidad & Tobago 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

ERIC Expeditions 
Being both the 
centre for Reef 
Check Trinidad 
and Tobago and 
the only Reef 
Check training 
facility in the southern Caribbean, 
ERIC is uniquely placed to also 
offer environmentally conscious 
divers the opportunity to take 
part in an EcoExpedition, thereby 
making a meaningful contribution 
to the development of an on 
going coral reef monitoring 
programme in northeast Tobago. 

Working alongside the marine 
biologists at ERIC on a one or two 
week Reef Check EcoExpedition, 
you will attain your EcoDiver 
certification before carrying out 
daily reef surveys. The training 
combines classroom-based theory 
and knowledge development as 
well as in-water training sessions, 
giving you all the skills required to 
confidently and accurately 
identify Atlantic and Caribbean 
indicator species and conduct in-
water transect surveys. In 
addition to survey dives you may 
get the chance to take part in 
further exploratory research dives 
to help build a comprehensive 
understandin
g of the 
status of the 
local reefs 
and other 
keystone 
species and 
ecosystems. 

 

http://eric-tobago.org/1/post/2014/07/mpa-management-capacity-building.html
http://eric-tobago.org/1/post/2015/03/eric-partners-with-the-british-high-commission-trinidad-tobago.html
http://eric-tobago.org/1/post/2014/12/eric-partners-with-the-organization-of-american-states.html
http://eric-tobago.org/1/post/2014/12/eric-partners-with-the-organization-of-american-states.html
http://reefcheck.org/ecoaction/country_list.php
http://reefcheck.org/ecoaction/country_list.php
http://reefcheck.org/ecoaction/country_list.php
http://reefcheck.org/involved/Expeditions.php
http://reefcheck.org/ecoaction/Reef-Check-EcoDiver.php
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ERIC Research Programme 
An on-going focus at ERIC is the engagement and capacity building of 
community representatives from northeast Tobago including members of 
North East Sea Turtles (NEST), Speyside Eco Marine Park Rangers (SEMPR) 
and Parlatuvier Village Council (PVC), as well as the establishment and 
execution of both a coral reef and seabird colony monitoring programme. 
To date, stakeholder engagement and consultation has been achieved via 
the hosting of forums for the discussion of interests, concerns and 
support regarding the conservation of the marine resources of the region. 

Marine ecology, PADI and Reef Check 
training provided to community 
members has facilitated the collection of 
data for submission to Reef Check as the 
official coral reef monitoring programme 
of the United Nations. Such valuable data 
will be a useful tool in the government-
led plans for the establishment of an 

extensive marine protected area in the region, which is anticipated to 
work in conjunction with the Tobago Main Ridge Forest Reserve in an 
integrated approach to resource management. We are planning on-going 
training and engagement to empower community representatives to 
disseminate knowledge and information amongst the diverse local 
stakeholders, as well as play an active role in the future development and 
establishment of participatory resource management and sustainable 
tourism practices in northeast Tobago. 
 

 
 

My Divemaster experience at ERIC 
Joining ERIC as an Advanced Open Water diver I have recently achieved 
certification as a PADI Divemaster. During this time I have had the 
opportunity to develop my dive skills, knowledge and experience, as well 
as assist in marine research activities. Additionally I am one of the four 
Reef Check EcoDiver Trainers at ERIC, enhancing my knowledge of local 
marine species and coral reef monitoring protocols. Dives with the ERIC 
Crew are both fun and challenging, usually followed by an excited 
debriefing where everyone discusses their stories and experiences. Strong 
friendships exist within the crew arising from the days spent diving, 
seabird monitoring or attending workshops. 

All of this experience with nature and people 
definitely helped me on many personal levels, 
not least with my environmentally focussed 
studies. For this reason I look forward to what 
the next months at ERIC will bring to me as an 
individual, to us as a group of diving and 
nature enthusiasts, and to the organisation 
itself. Before any of that, however, I have the exciting opportunity to 
climb the PADI ladder one step further and become an Instructor this July. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
 

We have been excited in recent 
weeks by the discovery of a 
number of rare species right here 
in Man o’ War Bay. On some of 
our latest exploratory research 
dives we have come across 
frogfish, seahorses and a 
guitarfish, all unrecorded in the 
area for over a year. 

Read more here – 

IUCN Red List guitarfish 
 

 
 

While mapping one of our dive 
sites we left a camera running in 
one place and recorded two large 
stingrays gliding past almost as 
soon as our bubbles had 
disappeared. Learn about shark 
and ray conservation priorities 
here – Sharks&Rays 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Follow our monthly newsletters, 
homepage and social media sites 
for topical environmental articles 
and discussions, as well as photos 
and video highlights of ERIC life. 

ERIC Homepage  

ERIC Facebook  

ERIC Twitter  

ERIC Youtube 

ERIC Instagram 

info@eric-tobago.org  

https://www.padi.com/
http://reefcheck.org/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5646/
http://www.padi.com/scuba-diving/padi-courses/course-catalog/divemaster/
http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/summary/161373/0
https://www.youtube.com/embed/7z-JfpDmLdw
http://eric-tobago.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ERICharlotteville
https://twitter.com/ERICTobagoWI
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsQSDJWoiwc6WoSJlfUEQrQ
https://instagram.com/erictobago/
mailto:info@eric-tobago.org

